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Augustus the Father of Probation
John Augustus Background and why he is referred to as Father of probation
The genesis of probation is backdated to the well-known English criminal law that was established during the Middle Ages. During that time, the rulers had installed very tough punishments and penalties were administered to both children and who were found guilty of various offences. The offences, in most cases, were not that serious, but the sentence that was issued left a lot of suffering to the convicted persons. In most scenarios, many crimes were punishable by death penalties, with only a few crimes punishable through flogging, branding or even mutilation. The impact of the harshness in the punishments ignited a lot of discontents progressively in the English society. The aftermath of these discontents was a demand for the evolution of the justice system. The people developed the urge that the convicted person be given a chance to plead with the existing justice system to prove one guilty. Although making changes was slow, there was a lot of resoluteness to see that suitable mitigations were done against the harsh punishments. Methods such as the sanctuary, benefit of the clergy and judicial reprieve came into use, and they essentially offered the offended a chance of protection from the harsh punishments.
           During this time, John Augustus, who is referred to as the "Father of Probation," came into the scene. Augustus hailed from Woburn in Massachusetts in 1785. Lucky enough, he was a great entrepreneur, and by 1829 he had already ventured in a shoe-making in Washington and it was doing so well. Augustus had membership in Washington Total Abstinence Society, an organisation that gave him a ticket to get into Boston courts. At this particular time, Washingtonians had developed abstinence from alcohol. They had very significant convincement that people who could be convicted to jail because of alcoholism could be rehabilitated through a common ground of kindness, sustained moral suasion and understanding and make them valuable people in the society. In 1841, Augustus had a chance to attend a police court where he billed out a common drunkard, and he became the first probationer. The drunkard man was given an ultimatum to appear before the court after a period three weeks for sentencing. When the three weeks were over, the offender and accompanied by Augustus, appeared in court. All people present were astonished because the man returned as a sober man, and he had dramatically changed even the way he conducted himself (Labrecque, 155-164). From that moment, the journey to becoming a volunteering probation officer started, and Augustus was credited for the pioneering investigation process, intake of suspected persons and their supervision in the journey of reforming them. All along, Augustus kept notes regarding all of his activities as a probation officer, and he became the first man to apply the term "probation" in his work and in treating offenders and its due to this kind of work he did that he is referred to as the father of probation.
How Augustus helped offenders
John Augustus worked for 18 years as a probations officer, where he helped many offenders by bailing them out of court. After bailing the offender out, Augustus always argued that the best way to reform a person is by making him feel he is of good use in the community he lives in. In this line of thought, Augustus helped the offenders getting employment opportunities where after that, the offenders would be involved in constructive activities in the community (Oswald). This act helped many offenders, most of whom, according to Augustus, got into crime or drunkenness due to life frustrations. Most of these offenders felt indebted to Augustus, and most of them found out that the only thing they could do to honour Augustus was to obey the laws and live a sober and meaningful life in society (Matz). This contributed to reducing crimes, and many people, including law enforcers, started seeing sense in what Augustus was doing.
How Augustus influenced modern probation.
As stated earlier, the traditional ways of convicting people and the punishments they got fuelled the journey towards modern probation. The efforts of John Augustus in introducing the investigation process before an offender is convicted paved the way for current world probation. Initially, there was no appropriate form of probation done on offenders. Still, John Augustus introduced the investigation process, which involved knowing what surrounded a given crime and what perpetuated it. John also found out that the investigation process was not sufficient to gauge an offender, so he introduced the intake process and supervision of the offenders (Anderson and Isaac, et al, ). These three aspects brought about a lot of changes in the administration of justice in America. By the year 1858, Augustus had already bailed 1946 people. Upon bailing them out, he pushed for a probation statute after his death in 1859 after he died as an honour to his charitable work. When the first statute was passed, a new dawn for modern probation surfaced. Probation amazingly spread across all the states of the United States. Later on, the formation of the juvenile court movement spearheaded the journey for making probation a legalised way of dealing with offenders. This accelerated the journey to justice, whose aftermath was formation of the first juvenile court in 1899 which was located in Chicago. Later on, what followed is that the other 30 United States embraced probation to be a part of every juvenile court procedure (Garcia, 459-494). Presently, every state in the US offers both adult and juvenile probation. All this is credited to John Augustus because he brought light into modern ways of justice administration.
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